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Talking of art there is a spanking new Exhibition opening 1 May 
at the Hotel Caumont in Aix en Provence – Masterpieces from 
the Guggenheim, New York – from Manet to Picasso!   This show 
will be a total blockbuster,and must be a real feather in the cap 
for the Caumont, the queues will be round the bend. 
 Celebrate Easter by cruising amongst the art, maybe buying 
yourself an Easter present to cheer yourself up and forget all the 
political blues around and about. 
 

 
VO FILMS IN LORGUES  
Sunday 5 May – 19h00 – Head Full of Honey 
Saturday 11 May – 19h00 – 90’s 
Thursday 16 May – 19h00 – Royal Opera – La Forza del Destino 
Sunday 19 May – 19h00 – Just Charlie 
Sunday 26 May – 19h00 – Gloria Bell (Subject to Distributor 
Agreement  
 
Front Cover: from the Hotel Caumont, Guggenheim expo.  

 
GALERIE AALDERS – LA GARDE FREINET’ 
Spring Art Show – to 14 May  
Galerie Aalders, 15 Route Nationale, La Garde Freinet  
Tel : 04 94 55 23 47  michaelaalders@mac.com 

 

 
FESTIVAL DE MUSIQUE DES 
CHAPELLES  1-10 MAY  
1 May – Impressions of Spain – Lorgues, Chapelle St. Ferreol, 
16h00 - Grenados, Defalla, Rodrigo Bizet 
3 May – Impressions of Spain – Bormes Les Mimosas, Chapelle 
St. Francois de Paule – 20h30  
4 May – Impressions of Spain – Signes – Chapelle Medievale 
St.Jean – 17h00 
5 May – Impressions of Spain – Ste. Maxime, Chapelle de Ste. 
Maxime – 16h30  
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8 May – Impression s of Spain – Sollies Pont – Cahpelle Ste, 
Christine – 15h00 
9 May – Faure’s Requiem - Bormes Les Mimosas – Eglise St. 
Trophyme – 20h.30 
10 May – Faure’s Requiem – Les Arcs – Chapelle Ste Roseline -  
19h30 
www.festivalgloriana.fr/les-festivals/musique-des-

chapelles.html 
 

 
OPERA DE TOULON – SYMPHONIQUE 
CONCERT 
4 MAY – AN AMERICAN IN PARIS 
Composers Ned Rorem, Michael Torke, Samuel Barber, George 
Gershwin 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
CONCERT – TRANS EN PROVENCE – 
EGLISE ST. VICTOR 
SATURDAY 4 MAY – 20H30  
Dvorak’s Stabat Mater 
 

 
CHATEAU DE BERNE – LORGUES 
FESTIVAL FOOD TRUCK – SUNDAY 5 
MAY  
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FESTIVAL PLAY BACH CONCERTS 
FRIDAY, MAY 10  Parisian life  Music  -Theater of the 
Esplanade -20h30   
SATURDAY, MAY 11 -South American concert by the duo 
Bossa and Chôro -Theater of the Esplanade -11: 30 
SUNDAY, MAY 12  -Bach off-organ concert by Stone Hood  
Saint Michael's Church - 4 pm - Free 
14 May – Camerata Vocale  - Draguignan – Eglise St. Michel – 
21h00 
THURSDAY MAY 16 -Lyric concert of sacred and profane 
songs -Chapel of the Observance -20h 
Vivaldi, Fauret, Gounod, Pergolese ... soprano, mezzo-soprano 
and bass singers accompanied by the pianist Danielle Saint-
Croix 
SUNDAY, MAY 19 –“Bach to the future" -Thinking Bach today  
Lecture by Jérémie Noyer, musicologist, doctor of letters and 
arts, holder of Draguignan organs  
Chapelle de l'Observance - 5 pm 
Jazz and Blues Opera -Concert of Mickael Guedj, singer of 
opera and Alan Landry, pianist and singer.  
Chapelle de l'Observance 6:00 pm  
TUESDAY, MAY 21-I do not like the classic but with Gaspard 
Proust, I like  
Music and theater  
Théâtre de l'Esplanade - 8:30 pm  
Price: from 12 € to 26 €  

Price: from 25 € to 34 €   - Several Concerts FREE 
Information and reservations:  
04 94 50 59 59 -theatresendracenie.com  
www.frequence-sud.fr/art-61689-

_festival_play_bach_draguignan 

 

 
CONCERT – GRAND PIANO  - TOULON 
– PALAIS NEPTUNE –  
MONDAY 13 MAY – 20H30 
With Benjamin Grosvenor – works by Schumann, Janacek, 
Prokofiev, Bellini. 
www.festivalmusiquetoulon.com/concerts/grand-piano-

benjamin-grosvenor/ 

 

 
LA NUIT DES MUSEES – SATURDAY 
18 MAY 
Museums open country and Europe wide – all for free. 
 

BOOK SWAP – WEDNESDAY 15 MAY 
Les Arcs, Chez Pat Toohey, La Magdeleine, 83460 Les Arcs. 06 60 
73 29 48. Travelling Book Swap with coffee and biscuits. 10h00-
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12h00. Email Mim Kay for exact directions or follow the balloons! 
mimi4opp@gmail.com or ring 04 94 04 78 94. Please note: NO 
DOGS. 
 

CONCERT 18 MAY – LES ARCS – 
20H30  
Free Wind Band Concert 18th May at Les Arcs 20h30 The 
Indépendante wind band is holding it's annual spring concert at 
the auditorium Oiseau Lyre, collège Jacques Prévert Les Arcs 
near Hyper U.  Music from well-known musical comedies is on 
the bill. Such hits as Cabaret, Grease, Can Can and many others 
make up this agreeable programme. Easy parking next to the 
concert hall. Information jones.sue@wanadoo.fr  04 94 67 12 51 
 

 
JAZZ EN PROVENCE – LE PRADET 
Friday 24 May with Michel Pellegrino - Espace les Arts –  
Res :  07.83.23.90.79  Concerts also 1 & 2 June – details to 
follow  www.festivaldelanche.com 
 

 
CONCERTS – LE MOULIN DES ARTS – 
ENTRECASTEAUX -25 & 26 May – 
Piano Recitals – Soheil Nasseri 
Saturday 25 May 16h00 & Sunday 26 May 16h00 
Res: 04 94 69 58 07  E: mrkucko@yahoo.fr 
 
 

 
NEW EXPO – LES CARRIERES – LES 
BAUX  – 1 March 2019 – January 2020 
An immersion in Van Gogh’s finest 
masterpieces!  
Since March 2019 (to January 2020), the Carrières de Lumières 
are exhibiting the work of the genius painter Vincent Van Gogh 
(1853–1890), who only achieved fame after his death. Spanning 
the 7,000 m² of the Carrières, a visual and musical production 
retraces the intense life of the tormented artist, who, during the 
last ten years of his life, painted more than 2,000 pictures, which 
are now held in collections around the world. 
Van Gogh’s immense oeuvre—which radically evolved over the 
years, from the Mangeurs de pommes de terre (The Potato 
Eaters, 1885) to the Nuit étoilée (Starry Night, 1889), Les 
Tournesols (Sunflowers, 1888), and La Chambre à coucher (The 
Bedroom, 1889)—will be projected onto the giant stone walls of 
the Carrières. 

The clouds, suns, and portraits, represented in the artist’s unique 
style, come to life on walls that are more than fifteen metres high, 
evoking the artist’s boundless, chaotic, and poetic interior world. 
Via a thematic itinerary relating to the various phases of his 
life—his time spent in Arles, Paris, and Saint-Rémy-de-
Provence—visitors will be immersed in his first works and those 
of his later years, from his sunny landscapes and night scenes, to 
his portraits and still lifes. 
The Dutch painter’s expressive and powerful brushstrokes 
produced works with bold colours and an unrivalled style that 
highlight a permanent dialogue between light and shadow. The 
visual and musical experience produced by Culturespaces and 
created by Gianfranco Iannuzzi, Renato Gatto, and Massimiliano 
Siccardi, highlights this chromatic richness, as well as the power 
of the artist’s drawings and impasto. 
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Plus – DREAMED JAPAN – an Immersive journey  

 

ART EXHIBITION - HOTEL CAUMONT –  
AIX EN PROVENCE  
1 May- 29 September  
Masterpieces from the Guggenhein  - 
Monet to Picasso  
The Hôtel de Caumont Art Centre will be presenting 
masterpieces from the Justin K. Thannhauser Collection, 
bequeathed in 1963 to the Solomon R. Guggenheim Foundation 
in New York. 

 
For the first time, around fifty major works from this prestigious 
collection will be presented in Europe in an itinerant exhibition 
that began in the Guggenheim Bilbao Museum: paintings and 
sculptures by the masters of Impressionism and post-

Impressionism, as well as the major figures of modern art, from 
Manet to Picasso, and Degas, Gauguin, Cézanne, Van Gogh, 
Braque, and Matisse. 
Justin K. Thannhauser (1892–1976), a leading figure in the 
dissemination of European modern art, was the sponsor, friend, 
and promoter of innovative artists who transformed Western art 
at the end of the nineteenth century and the first half of the 
twentieth century. In his youth, he helped his father, Heinrich 
Thannhauser, to run the famous Moderne Galerie, which was 
founded in Munich in 1909. Father and son developed a 
remarkable programme of exhibitions that featured the work of 
French Impressionists and post-Impressionists, as well as 
contemporary German artists. The gallery also held one of the 
first major retrospectives of Picasso’s oeuvre in 1913, and this 
helped to forge a long and close friendship between Justin 
Thannhauser and the artist. 
In 1941, Justin Thannhauser moved to New York and soon 
established himself as an art dealer in the United States. As he 
had no successor, he bequeathed the major works in his 
collection to the Solomon R. Guggenheim Foundation in New 
York. They have since become some of the most important works 
in this major museum, where they are displayed in a gallery that 
bears the name of their legatee. This bequest considerably 
enriched the body of works by Cézanne in the New York 
museum, which until that point only had a single work by the 
artist: l'Homme aux bras croisés (Man with Crossed Arms, circa 
1889). The collection of works by Cézanne owned by 
Thannhauser will be displayed at the Hôtel de Caumont, and 
includes the work Bibémus (Bibémus Quarries), which will return 
for the first time to Aix-in-Provence, where it was painted circa 
1894–1895. 

 
The exhibition brings together other emblematic works: major 
paintings by Picasso such as Le Moulin de la Galette (1900), an 
exceptional loan from the Guggenheim Museum, as well as 
masterpieces by Van Gogh and Manet, which have been restored 
to their former splendour, thanks to a recent restoration 
campaign that was conducted specifically for this exhibition. 
The exhibition also gives visitors a chance to retrace the history 
of the galleries and the Thannhauser Collection via photographs, 
inventory books, and other archive documents held in the 
gallery’s collection, which illustrate the relations between the 
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Thannhauser family and the avant-garde artists, collectors, and 
dealers of the time. 
This exhibition must be a real feather in the cap for the Caumont, 
the insurance costs must be sky high!  So enjoy 

 
And of course one can make a visit to this Museum a complete 
day’s outing, housing as it does a very sophisticated collection of 
18th c artefacts, pictures, furniture, tapestries, everything that 
complimented life in that era, plus there is a charming courtyard, 
gardens, and café cum restaurant serving appetising snacks 
lunches an immersive experience, total culture.  
http://www.caumont-centredart.com/en 
located just a few steps from the Cours Mirabeau 

Open from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 

3 rue Joseph Cabassol   13100 Aix-en-Provence 

 

 
Annonciade Museum – ST. TROPEZ 
Picasso Exhibition February – 16 June 

 
A unique exhibition has just started at the Annonciade Museum 
in Str. Tropez, featuring scarves, drawing, and pottery works of 
Picasso.   The collection owes its existence to two private 
colectors Dominque and Guy Ludovissy, long time St. Tropez 
residents, some of the works have only recently been acquired. 
It features numerous works Picasso made at Vallauris, plus 
others, including works devoted to bullfighting, one , with peace, 
his favourite subject.  

 
It would be a good idea to visit before the crowds hit St. Tropez.  
The Annonciade Museum in St. Tropez is one of the treasures of 
the Riviera, housing as it does a superb collection of post 
impressionist works by the principally Fauvist (savage) artists of 
the day – below one of my favourite fauvist works, of St. Tropez 
harbour!.   It is my favouritee Museum, which I can visit with 
pleasure time and time again.   It has not staged any new 
exhibitions for a while, one suspects due to budgetary concerns, 
not only are they expensive to mount, but the insurance is 
prohibitive - but its collection is such that every visit yields more 
pleasure.   Musee de lÁnnonciade, Place Grammont. St. Tropez 
Closed Mondays.   Entry 6 euros.  

Musée Bonnard – Le Cannet 

 
Another lovely Museum to visit not too far away is the Bonnard 
Museum in Le Cannet, just up from Cannes, housing as it does a 
fine collection of Bonnard works.  
Pierre Bonnard lived in le Cannet from 1922 to 1947, eventually 
acquiring the villa Le Bosquet, up on the heights of the town.     
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AdviceAdviceAdviceAdvice    

By TRENCHERMAN 
During my formative years I was rarely without the benefit of 
advice, with one particular schoolmaster won’t to quote Sam 
Goldwyn  “A verbal contract is not worth the paper it is written 
on” while another favoured “If a man offer you his word or his 
bond, always take his bond.” 
  My grandfather suggested that I should never play poker with 
someone called ‘Doc’ and also that I should never eat at 
somewhere called ‘Moms place’.  
  It was a challenge to remember those and legions more that 
were always on offer. But a recent suggestion from a good friend 
that we eat at ‘Bob’s Place’ brought them all flooding back.  
  “It is in the Carmargue” said my friend, “and quite difficult to 
find, does your car have the three word system?” The only three 
that came to mind were not fit for print. “Just give me the 
address,” I said, “my car will rise to the occasion.” 
  “OK, it is about 20 minutes south of Arles in the middle of 
nowhere!” 
  The conversation continued and after an email or two the time 
and date were agreed and all I had to do was get there. 
  In the middle of nowhere it was, and still is. And my car rose to 
the occasion as a result of which we were half an hour early.  
  It was a dark and stormy day and having parked the car on wet 
grass and hopped hopefully in my pretentious blue suede shoes, 
we arrived at the door to an ancient house where a push of the 
ancient front door showed a dark interior lit by a roaring fire.  
  A few patrons were seated and a band was tuning up in a nook 
in the centre of the room. We were greeted warmly and 
mentioned our friend’s name and were immediately taken to 
another room, also lit by a roaring fire. 
  Our table was set, we were seated, nibbles arrived along with 
the wine list and we started to take in our surroundings. The 
atmosphere here had been laid on with a bricklayers trowel, old 
posters for corridas, stained by wood smoke, lined the walls, and 
Bob, whose name turned out to be Jean-Guy, patrolled the rooms 
making sure everyone was looked after. 
  I felt like I was back home in Ireland visiting my farming 
relatives, it was a good feeling. 
  As our friends arrived so did our starters, a basket of cruditée 
with anchoïade, a plate of bull charcuterie and heaps of 
poutargue. We would not go hungry.  
  A choice of main courses was offered, magret de canard cooked 
with a raspberry vinegar, confit de canard, casi of lamb - the 
upper part of the leg - cooked with a fresh ginger sauce, a bull rib 
or pluma de cochon, all of these to be cooked on the open fires. 
Note I did not say barbecued, nothing so mundane, cooked 

meant leant on iron props and moved around as the mood took 
our passing Bob.  
  I ordered the pork which turned out to be the best piece of pork 
I remember eating, all other diners felt happy and fulfilled. It was 
simple and simply delicious, the atmosphere, of which we 
became part, had a long afternoon written in to it, but more 
storm clouds were arriving and we had many long miles to go 
that night before we reached a town. Oh! 
  It is important to book (0490 97 00 29) and to remember that 
they are not open on Mondays and Tuesdays.  
  Now here comes the tricky bit, had the day been sunlit and 
warm, we would have eaten outside and the cooking would have 
been done in a large brick built fireplace fuelled by wood and 
cared for by Bob, the food would have been wonderful and the 
excellent service, excellent and the Gypsy Kings would have still 
played and entertained, but we were spoilt by the unique, 
distressed interior and the down home feeling. I shall of course 
return but I am almost tempted to wait until next winter to do so. 
Almost! 
  My advice is book and go. 
Pip, pip 
 

 
MACRON FAILS AGAIN TO STEP UP 
TO THE PLATE! 
Just as the Political Class in the UK is beating itself to a pulp – 

is the UK in the process of becoming a Banana Republic? - 

President Macron fails yet again to unite France.  

Just as one wondered whether things could get worse in France - 
One of its treasured monuments, Notre Dame Cathedral, burst 
into flames, just as Mcron was due to address his country! 
President Macron duly addressed the country in suitably sober, 
noble and rallying terms, only for somehow it all to wind up in 
an enormous whiplash on his neck, as the Multi, Billionaires of 
France, rushed to the rescue.   Within 24 hours 90 million euros 
had been pledged to restore Notre Dame Cathedral,  
Within hours of the notre Dame blaze, the moving and 
generous 100 million Euro gift that François-Henri Pinault made 
towards the restoration of the devastated Notre-Dame had been 
eclipsed - by the doubly moving donation of 200 million by 
Bernard Arnault. 
Pinault (estimated worth $17.3billion) is the chairman of Kering, 
the fashion conglomerate that owns luxury labels including 
Gucci, Alexander Mcqueen and Celine. His 82-year-old father 
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Francois, Kering’s majority shareholder and honorary chairman, 
is worth around $40 billion and the second richest man in France. 
Perhaps Arnault, 70, the chairman and CEO of LVMH, the 
world’s luxury goods company that owns everything from Dior 
to Princess Yachts, who is personally valued at $91.7 billion and 
thus the richest man in France, felt that his pledge should better 
reflect his own worth. 

By 2pm, the Bettancourt family had entered the fray, with 
another $200 million, which again, for the owners of L’Oreal, is 
small change. When matriarch Liliane died in 2017, her fortune 
was thought to be around $44 billion. In Britain we sweat buckets 
over Comic Relief. In France, as long as the disaster is cultural, it 
seems that Luxury Relief is a much easier answer. 
You can imagine the cumalative effect of these donations in such 
a short time on the Yellow Vest Movement – incredulity, despite 
thankfulness, and some disgust. 
There were immediate cries of how despite the generosity of 
such donations, they would benefit from not paying 60% tax, 
millionaire Pinault then immediately declared he would not 
claim the tax reduction, but seemingly was not followed by the 
other benefactors, who can all easily afford the tax which would 
swell the French treasury coffers. 
A deeply cynical critic might wonder why these multi-
billionaires had waited so long to donate to this cultural 
monument, as rumblings and grumblings about the state of 
Notre Dame had been in evidence for some years, and its 
desperate need for restoration, as it belongs to the State, and not 
the church. 
Was this because these benefactors did not really fancy just being 
one of a long list of donations to the cause 
Billionaires Pinault and Arnault have long battled for supremacy 
in the art cultural field, building superb galleries, commissioning 
the most expensive and best known architects -   
From the Foundation Louis Vuitton Gallery in the Bois de 
Boulogne, designed by Gehry!, completed 2014, to the Pinault’s 
Palazzo Grassi in Venice. 
Yes, man cannot live by bread alone, man needs culture , 
inspiration and aspiration, cultural delights, but one can imagine 
the effect these donations have had on the general public, the low 
paid workers, who whilst not exactly being on the bread line, 
find it increasingly difficult to make ends meet.  Yes, 90 million 
euros, chump change for multi-bulti millionaires, obscene to the 
the Gilets Jaune . 
And Macron is not really familiar with the working class world, 
nor is his wife Brigitte.   He was the clever, brilliant son of a 
doctor, pushed through private education from the start, 
culminating at the Ecole National  dÁdministration, an edifice he 

has now promised to tear down, as unegalitarian! She is is sugar 
heiress,  her family owns five chocolate shops in the Amiens 
area, having always had staff at home (one used to call them 
servants!)!  It is said that pal Vuitton ‘’loans ‘’ Brigitte her outfits 
for state occasions, she only ‘’borrows’’ them.    You could 
imagine they/she could afford to buy, but no.  
So the backlash fell on poor Macron’s neck, and how. 
It cannot have helped that following his Grand Debates, in 
addition to losing two Ministers, Hulot in Environment, and the 
Interior Minister, replaced by Castaner, worn out by the 
demands, and exigencies, 17 of his closest administrators, 
stalwarts of the original En Marche campaign, have resigned, 
worn out, burnt out, their formerly bushy tails dragging in the 
mud, registering total exhaustion.  
The president, they say cuts an increasingly lonely figure and 
while he may be good at striking a Napoleonic pose, is hopeless 
at human resources.  After a harrowing few months in the face 
of yellow vest protests, Mr Macron is said to be exhausted and 
worryingly haggard without his make-up.  
Macron and Brigitte threw them a lavish Foie Gras and 
Champagne farewell party at the Elysee Palace recently.  Now 
Macron is said to be scraping the bottom of the bureaucratic 
barrel trying to find replacements.  
And whilst Macron is making very little traction with the Yellow 
Vests, who have demonstrated for 24 weekends in a row, the 
Police,the Gendarmerie, the Sapeurs Pompiers,  must be at their 
wits end, being constantly asked to police their fellow citizens 
every, every weekend – see piece about Police Suicides! 
One wonders when breaking point will be reached ? 
France must slash taxes, fast.  

That, according to the French prime minister, is the main 
message from an unprecedented three-month “great debate” in 
the wake of anti-government “yellow vest” protests. 
Unveiling the findings from two million online contributions and 
10,000 hours of town hall debates around the country, Edouard 
Philippe said that “huge exasperation” over the level of taxation 
was a prime concern. 
"As expected, the government only picks from the great debate 
what suits its policies," said one commentator on FranceTVInfo. 
"I think the debate revealed the need for tax fairness, which is not 
the same thing," said another. 
“This is a big masquerade,” said Christian Jacob, parliamentary 
leader of the Right-wing opposition party, The Republicans. 
“This debate should have ended on March 15 but there is no end 
in sight. What the government and Emmanuel Macron want is to 
keep it going over the European elections (on May 26). But the 
French have had enough. They want proposals.” 
He said under the guise of reformism, the Macron administration 
had in fact raised state spending and compulsory tax 
contributions over the past two years. “Macron is (François) 
Hollande (the previous Socialist president), only worse,” he 
claimed. 
Polls suggest the French remain highly sceptical, with one 
finding that almost 80 per cent don't think the great debate will 
"resolve France's political crisis" and another that it won't result 
in lower taxes. 

So will Macron conceed!!?? 
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To  recap: 

“”An embattled, incompetent leader distrusted and disliked by a 
vast majority of voters. A wobbly economy that might be tipped 
into recession by Brexit. A re-energised opposition. Huge street 
protests. Squabbling with European partners. The government is 
paralysed, the opposition is emboldened — and the nation 
stands humiliated, as the world looks on in horror wondering 
how a leader who was so popular two years ago could get things 
so wrong. 
Not Theresa May, but Emmanuel Macron, the politician who 
may be the greatest Brexiteer of them all. As the saga of British 
withdrawal enters its final chapter,”” 
He promised to drag France out of political, economic and social 
sclerosis, to see off the menace of populism, sack half a million 
supernumerary functionaries and make France great again. 
He quickly discovered that reform of a state riddled with 

clientelism and protectionism is easy to talk about but difficult 

if not impossible to achieve. His predecessors made the same 
discovery. 
The suburbs are in turmoil and Macron’s vaunted reform project 
has ground to a halt. The legions of civil servants remain in 
place, many recently revealed to work less than 35 hours a week. 
State spending accounts for a gargantuan 58 per cent of the 
economy, with the highest taxes in Europe to pay for it all. 
Enterprise is crushed by further taxes on employment, which can 
double the cost of hiring a worker. Tax cuts are promised but 
undelivered and cannot be without inflating the alarming deficit 
or cutting back the state. 
As his economic reforms have ground to a standstill, and his 
attempts to buy off the gilets jaunes have pushed France’s debt to 
the very edge of 100 per cent of GDP, Macron now faces two 
further tests. Faced with opposition from a barmy extreme left 
and toxic extreme right, Macron’s candidates may yet emerge 
with the largest number of seats. The received wisdom is that as 
much as voters do not like Macron, many will not stomach the 
alternative. (It is a particularly French expression of democracy 

that a politician can win an election with a 14 per cent approval 

rating.) 

Or maybe not. Voters who would otherwise vote for Macron as 
the lesser of two evils in a presidential election may be less 
scrupulous in a contest for the European parliament. The gilets 

jaunes are more likely to be motivated to vote, and Macron’s base 
may not be large enough to push him over the line. Whichever 
camp is able to declare victory, France is inevitably going to 

return a large number of eurosceptic MEPs, and with allies from 
across Europe, they are going to make Macron’s renaissance a 
mission impossible. 
. He has failed to temper his narcissism and grandiosity, failed to 
listen, failed to master the essential art of politics, which is to 
bring people together, not divide them. His attempted listening 
tours have ended in disaster.”” 
His “”Grand Debates”” so called, seemed to consist of him 
lecturing, haranguing at length, to the point of exhaustion, his 
audiences, but how much did he listen?  How much did he 
absorb?   The Gilets jaune have universally dismissed the 
exercise as “”BlaBlaBla!’””, possibly with merit. 
He has adamantly refused to roll back the tax concessions to the 
rich, brought in to stimulate and create employment.  In two 
years, it has not made a sizeable dent in the economy, neither 
creating employment, nor reducing chomage!   
Meanwhile the French economy is growing a little faster than 
Germany, but is stuck with 8.8% unemployment and inflation at 
1.3%. 
 

 
“IT’S A MASSACRE!   ONE FRENCH 
POLICE OFFICER COMMITS SUICIDE 
EVERY FOUR DAYS! 
A shocking new report reveals appalling figures on Police 

suicides, sparking renewed concern among the forces of law 

and order and unions.  It's a tragic problem that France has been 
struggling to solve for years.  
VAR MATIN in December published the information that in 
2018  -already 28 police officers had committed suicide since the 
beginning of the year. 
And the issue of French police suicides is back in the headlines 
after a new report revealed that since January 1st 2019 the 
number of officers ending their own lives is even higher than in 
previous years.  
Since the beginning of 2019, a total of 24 suicides were committed 
by police officers, according to the latest figures released by the 
DGPN (Directorate General of the National Police). 
At the weekend, two police officers killed themselves, one in the 
town of Conflans-Sainte-Honorine in the greater Paris region of 
Ile-de-France and the other in the town of Alès in the Occitanie 
region of southern France. 
The authorities acted with outrage over widely watched video of 
dozens of yellow-jacketed young men chanting “Suicidez-vous” 
at riot police in the Place de la République during  the23rd 
weekly protest 
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At the moment 1996, when a total of 70 officers killed 
themselves, holds this grim record. However these aren't the 
only stand out years when it comes to suicide in the French 
police force. In 2000, 54 officers committed suicide, in 2005 50 
police officers took their own lives, in 2008 there were 49 and in 
2014 there were 55.  The highest year on record for police 
suicides in France is 1996, when a total of 70 officers killed 
themselves.     
"It's a massacre," Thomas Toussaint from the Unsa-Police union 
told the French press, adding that in 2018 it took until August to 
reach the level of suicides already seen in 2019. So, why is the 
suicide rate among police officers so high in France? 
A report released in 2018 showed that the police force in France 
faces terrible working conditions including gruelling hours as it 
is more in demand than ever due to terror attacks and the 
migrant crisis.  
The 2018 report stated that police have to work irregular 
schedules and only get one weekend out of five off.  
And while a new vacation cycle which would mean police 
officers would only have to work every other weekend was 
tested, it would require an increase of between 16 and 33 percent 
in the number of officers, the investigation revealed.   
As part of the government's measures seven extra psychologists 
were to be recruited for the police forces most in need. More 
psychologists were also to be recruited in police training schools. 
Police officers were to get individual lockers where they can 
leave their weapon after work. This measure was aimed at 
stopping officers committing suicide using their service firearms 
in their own homes.  
The then Interior Minister Bernard Cazeneuve said he also 
intended to “improve the quality of life at work” by promoting a 
healthier work-life balance.  He also said he would consider 
changing working hours to allow more time for a private life. 
However it is clear that this plan has failed.  
Police unions have argued that the relentless pressures of the job 
are largely to blame. 
“Even though there are multiple factors behind the reason for 
acting – between personal problems and complicated 
professional situations – there is undeniably a real strain on 
police who are confronted daily by social deprivation, 
hierarchical stress and successive operations without the 
possibility for regular rest,” the ALTERNATIVE Police CFDT 
statement said. 
In March, the Committee for Workplace Health and Safety 
(CHSCT) also sounded the alarm over the situation. 
“Operational overwork, professional exhaustion, injuries in the 
line of duty, psychosocial issues, suicides and attempted 
suicides! To use a medical term, the national police is in critical 
condition,” it said in a statement. 
The police suicide rate in France is 36 percent higher than that for 
the general population, according to a 2018 senate report 
It makes grim reading, right, one wonders if this really strikes 

home to President “”Jupiter”” Macron.  

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
THE END IS NIGH  
By SIMON EVELEIGH   
The 2018/2019 season has been incredibly disappointing for 
Toulon supporters and, to be honest, the end can’t come soon 
enough. 
With three games to go, Toulon are in 10th place and this is likely 
to be where they finish, seeing as they are ten points ahead of 
11th-placed Pau but eight behind the team in ninth place, Stade 
Français. 
When you consider that Toulon’s last three matches are against 
teams in the top six (La Rochelle away, Clermont at home and 
Castres away), there is a very real possibility that they will not 
pick up many (any?) more points. 
For a club that has been used to such high levels of success 
recently, with the money they have spent and with such a 
demanding owner, there is no aspect of this campaign that can be 
considered satisfactory. 
The problem is that the three successive European Cup wins 
were built around global superstars like Jonny Wilkinson, Matt 
Giteau, Carl Hayman, Bakkies Botha etc. Replacing such players 
was never going to be easy but there does seem to be a recurring 
theme in Toulon’s overseas recruitment in the last year or two. 
Chris Ashton had one season here and was a huge success, 
breaking the Top 14 record for the number of tries in one season. 
However, he returned to England in the hope of resurrecting his 
international career, which he has done. 
Leigh Halfpenny spent most of his time as a Toulon player 
injured and then fell out with Boudjellal when he exercised a 
clause in his contract allowing him to join the British & Irish 
Lions before the end of the French season. Perhaps 
unsurprisingly, he subsequently left the club. 
This season’s star signing, Julian Savea, has been heavily 
criticised by the Toulon boss. Whilst it is true that the former All 
Black has failed to shine, a good player does not become a bad 
one overnight and the unnecessary pressure that seems to be put 
on the players by the owner, contributes to what can be a fairly 
hostile atmosphere around the club. 
Coupled with the fact that Toulon’s turnover of coaches rivals 
the worst football clubs, there are many reasons why players 
may think twice about joining the club. Having said that a big 
pay cheque and the weather are quite persuasive arguments! 
In the wider context of French rugby, two former coaches of 
Toulon have dominated the headlines. 
Following another poor 6 Nations, Bernard Laporte, who is now 
the President of the FFR, decided that the coach of the national 
team needed to be changed again. Two New Zealanders who 
have had very successful careers in the northern hemisphere, Joe 
Schmidt and Warren Gatland, will step down as coaches of 
Ireland and Wales respectively after the World Cup, and there 
were many who wanted one or other of them to take over from 
Jacques Brunel. 
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Laporte decided to ask all the clubs in the country whether they 
were in favour of a foreign coach and the clubs said no. Every 
club president will have their own reasons for voting the way 
they did and there is, of course, no guarantee that either Schmidt 
or Gatland would have accepted an offer, but passing up the 
opportunity to have the French team coached by one of the 
world’s best seems very short-sighted. 
The problems with Les Bleus over the last decade are not simply 
down to the quality of the coach, as there are structural problems 
to be sorted out, not least the relationship between the clubs and 
the national team, but having a good coach can make a team 
better than the sum of its parts. 
There are notable exceptions, but the majority of French teams 
play a rather attritional brand of rugby, based upon big, lumpy 
forwards and the average ball in play time in the Top 14 is below 
that of other leagues, European competition and international 
rugby. 
Having decided that change was necessary and that a foreigner 
was “unacceptable”, Laporte has appointed Fabien Galthié as 
Brunel’s successor, bringing him into the fold now, even if he 
will not become official head coach until the end of the year. 
Galthié was a fine player but his record as a coach is not that 
impressive and there are a number who have been coached buy 
him who do not necessarily speak in glowing terms about his 
abilities. 
Having one coach working knowing that he is about to leave his 
post whilst his replacement stands next to him, is an excellent 

illustration of the 
muddled thinking that 
seems to be the hallmark 
of French rugby at the 
moment. 
Even the best club team in 
France this season, 
Toulouse, were guilty of 
this in their European 
Champions Cup semi-
final. 
Amidst all the doom and 
gloom of the 6 Nations 
disappointments, there 
were a few shining lights, 
with young players 
coming to the fore. Two of 
these were the Toulouse 
pair of Antoine Dupont 
and Romain Ntamack. 
So, you are playing in 
Dublin against the 
defending champions 
Leinster in a semi-final 
and your first choice fly 
half is injured, but you 
have the current French 
fly-half in your squad, as 
well as possibly the best 
young scrum-half in the 
northern hemisphere. 

What do you do? 
Most people would say that if you have the national team’s half-
backs in the squad, they should play. Ugo Mola, the Toulouse 
coach, thought otherwise. He shifted Dupont to fly-half and 
started with Ntamack on the bench. Maybe he knew something 
we didn’t? Well, if he did, then he is still the only person who 
knows! 
Leinster squeezed the life out of Toulouse and were the first team 
this season to prevent them from scoring a try and they marched 
on to the final in Newcastle, where they will face Saracens, who 
were equally impressive in their victory over Munster. 
There are so many clichés about French rugby, but the idea of 
“French flair” is one that rears its head all too often. Playing off 
the cuff and scoring length of the field tries sets the pulse racing, 
but in today’s ultra-professional world where defences are so 
well organised, there is less room for the romantic vision of the 
game and you need to earn the right to play expansively. To do 
that, you need to play people in their rightful positions and the 
idea that a scrum-half can seamlessly slot in at number 10 at the 
very highest level is one that almost everyone will find 
ridiculous. 
Better news for French rugby supporters came in the second tier 
Challenge Cup, where the final will be between La Rochelle and 
Clermont. 
Unfortunately, the matches that will decide who picks up this 
year’s silverware will all take place without Toulon. The only 
silver lining is that ending their season early will allow Toulon 
more time to ensure that the right structures are in place to hit 
the ground running next season. 


